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UM PROGRAM JUMP-STARTS YMCA LITERACY EFFORT 
MISSOULA—
The Missoula YMCA will kick off its Y Kids Read program Monday, Nov. 1, with a 
boost from Montana Campus Compact at The University of Montana.
Y Kids Read is a family literacy program designed to get children to read and get 
families involved. Its startup is timed to coincide with National Family Literacy Day.
The program will get rolling at 11 a.m. Monday in the YMCA’s drop-in day-care 
center and will continue at that time and place weekly.
“The Y is creating a reading space -  with good lighting and comfortable places to sit -  
which is important to literacy,” said Kathleen Humphries, compact director. “We’ll have the 
books in a special place where kids can read them. Staff will be able to read to the kids during 
the week so the kids won’t miss out if they’re not there at 11 on Mondays.” Planned craft 
activities will go along with each week’s theme.
Humphries and Emily Harrington, a VISTA volunteer with the America Reads 
program, have organized Y Kids Read and will be on hand as readers the first day and 
thereafter as needed. But they and YMCA personnel have planned the program to be self­
generating, Humphries said.
“We’ll try to get parents there so they can do some reading with the kids,” she said. 
“We hope to get some seniors to come in once a month.”
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Current and future UM students specializing in literacy development will work in the 
program, she said, offering training about the ways through which children learn to read, 
developmental stages of reading and how to recognize them, and ways to encourage children to 
read at those stages.
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